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Well done to all those who have braved the wintery weather to train their dogs 
this term, and to the instructors who have turned out each week to take the 
classes.   
This term as a trial we are doing in-class assessment of the Basic classes rather 
than testing on the last day of term.  This will both make the process faster and 
do away with exam nerves, which we know can affect the results.  After 
working with you for eight weeks, your instructor knows which dogs and 
handlers are ready to step up to the next class, and which partnerships need a 
bit more time.  Intermediate will be tested as usual. 
Pass or not, we hope to see you back next term, starting on the 13th of August.  
We have decided to have this extra term so that we don’t lose any gains made 
over the last eight weeks.  Please take advantage of it and enrol your dog. 
Sue Cooper, Newsletter Editor 

 
Term dates for 2013 

 
Term 1 (at Ashhurst) 
29/01/13 – 26/03/13 

 
Term 2 (at Longburn) 
02/04/13 – 21/05/13 

 
Term 3 (at Longburn) 
04/06/13 – 23/07/13 

 
Term 4 (at Longburn) 
13/08/13 – 1/10/13 

 
Term 5 (at Ashhurst) 
22/10/13 – 10/12/13 

 
 

Location of training 
 

In Ashhurst we train 
at the Manawatu 

Canine Centre 
grounds, accessed 

through the carpark 
on Cambridge 

Avenue 
 

Our Longburn facility 
is in Ngaire Street 

(first turn on the right 
after the railway 

overbridge) 

 
 

Class times 
 

Classes begin at 7pm, 
unless instructors 
have made other 

arrangements.   
 

Classes last for 30-45 

minutes. 

Your committee 
President: Anthea Finlayson 
Vice President: Sue Cooper 
Secretary: Anthea Finlayson 
Minute Secretary: Nicky Redwood 
Show Secretary: Cushla Fitzwater 
Treasurer: Nerolie Morrison 
Senior Instructors:  Nerolie Morrison 
 Sue Cooper 
Club Captain: Nicky Redwood 
Webmaster: Kathryn Beer 
Publicity Officer: Sue Cooper 
Trophy Steward: Meredith Pitcher 
Members: Robyn Bland 
 Natalie Chapman 
 Claire Currie 
 Danielle Harvey 

Term 4 class instructors 
 
Basic: Cushla Fitzwater 
 Nerolie Morrison 
Intermediate: Anthea Finlayson 
Advanced: Various 

Training tip:  The same training 
technique doesn’t work for every 
dog.  That is why your instructor 
may use different methods for 
different dogs in the class.  
However, don’t change methods 
too often – you will confuse your 
dog, and  sometimes it just takes 
a bit more time. 

Behaviour tip:   Many owners think they should always stop their dog from 
growling.  However, this is not always appropriate.  For example, some dogs 
growl when they are playing –this is quite normal, and can be recognised by the 
wagging tail and happy face.  Even an aggressive growl is not necessarily a bad 
thing.  It means the dog is warning you that it is not happy and may be about to 
bite.  It is far better to receive a warning than to be bitten immediately!  In this 
situation, take full advantage of the warning and deal with underlying problem, 
so that it doesn’t happen again.  If necessary, seek help from a professional. 



 
 

 
Presidents report 
Another term has flown by and other than the odd cold night I feel 
we have been very lucky rain wise. 
  
The committee (and instructors) have decided to add an additional 
term to this year.  Starting 13th August we will be holding an 
additional term at Longburn (due to having lights and concrete 
underfoot).  As we have only a small number of available 

instructors, we will have a limited number of classes with limited numbers, based on a first-in, first 
served basis.  Please talk to your instructor today to book in for next term. 
  
Planning is well underway for our Championship show weekend at the end of August (31st August and 1st 
September). Thank you to Cushla Fitzwater and Robyn How for doing the lions share of the work to 
date.  We will be looking for volunteers closer to the time to help over the weekend at the show, mainly 
in the kitchen and with set up and pack down.  Feel free to come along and have a look for an hour or 
more (at the Ashhurst Canine Centre), it would be great to see what many of your instructors do with 
their own dogs. 
  
Our instructors recently attended a seminar about dog training.  We found this to be a very motivating 
experience and I'm sure many of you have noticed your own instructor’s renewed enthusiasm (and may 
have been shown some tricks to teach your dog for fun).  As our instructors are volunteers and give their 
time for free, it is imperative we help to keep them interested, hence the seminar. 
  
Congratulations to those who passed their class this term and we hope to see you back again next term.  
To those who didn't quite make it, keep up the good work you have already started and hopefully we 
may see you back again next term too. 
  
Thank you to our instructors and committee without whom the club would not exist. 
   
Have fun with your dogs and keep warm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent competition results for club members 
 
Club Show* Date Handler Dog Test Place 
Avalon DTC CH 16/06/13 Sue Cooper Ice Test B 3rd  
Titahi Bay COC CH 30/06/13 Owen Morrison Herbie Elementary 1 1st   
  30/06/13 Owen Morrison Herbie Elementary 2 4th  
 * CH = Championship Obedience Test, RT = Obedience Ribbon Trial 

Handy hint – Things to keep your dog occupied 
In winter, training outdoors is sometimes not a very attractive option.  However you can 
still keep your dog busy and engaged with you by teaching it tricks indoors.  These need 
not be elaborate – “turn in a circle” and “shake paws” are two easy ones.  “High five” is a 
variation on shaking paws.  Ask your instructor or check out the internet for other ideas.  
Your dog will love it, and the training will help to tire it out. 



 
 

Introducing Sue Cooper, Newsletter Editor and one of our Senior Instructors 
I have been training dogs for as long as I can remember – when I was about 
seven I started trying to tell the farm dogs what to do.   I trained my first sheep 
dog (badly) when I was twelve and my second, a blue heeler, when I was fifteen.  
He was a once-in-a-lifetime dog who could be trained to do anything and I have 
been trying with mixed success to re-create him ever since. 
After a long dogless spell as a student I got my next dog on the afternoon of my 
final exam – a pigdog who had failed in her first career due to pacifism, but who 

was good at obedience and got me hooked on the sport (and training with Tararua).  She died very 
young, and my next dog was a Boxer with an attitude problem (“You threw it.  You fetch it”).  Before 
I could get completely discouraged Casper the Kelpie joined us.  He was good at obedience and also 
did search and rescue training with me, as well as being my faithful shadow for twelve years.  He was 
followed by Celtic the Kelpie/Border, who was naughty, dominant, excitable, a nightmare to train, 
and very lovable; he taught me a lot about dog training, both for obedience and working trials.  Then 
came Ice the blue-eyed Border Collie, who is the anti-Celtic and has been a delight to train and work; 
and now Ice’s daughter Frost, who is Celtic reincarnated (minus the dominance) and is a work in 
progress. 
I’ve been a member of Tararua Allbreeds Dog Training Club since I got Draga the pigdog, and have 
been a committee member and instructor for most of that time.  In 2002 I was persuaded to train as 
an Obedience judge, and have now worked my way up to the B panel.  I am also a Canine Good Citizen 
assessor. 
 
 
 
The featured dog activity for this newsletter is Canine Good Citizen (CGC). The 
CGC scheme has been developed by the New Zealand Kennel Club in order to 
assist in the creation of well-mannered dogs and to encourage responsible dog 
ownership.  It has taken the best aspects of similar schemes that have been 
running successfully for some time in Australia, Britain, and the United States, 
and made additions and alterations to suit New Zealand.  A dog with a CGC 
qualification at any level has been tested and found to have a good temperament and to be well 
behaved and well trained, and its handler has shown a good understanding of their requirements and 
responsibilities as a dog owner.  Most dogs are eligible to become CGC-accredited – only “dangerous” 
and “menacing” (by deed or breed) dogs are excluded. 

Tararua Allbreeds Dog Training Club is CGC-affiliated and can both offer training and conduct 
assessments.  We strongly recommend that you consider enrolling your dog – a CGC-accredited dog 
has all the skills to be a great pet and companion, welcome in any company and able to cope with 
most situations.  The skills learnt are entirely practical and most of them are what you would teach 
your dog anyway.  A CGC-qualified dog can be recognised by its unique pink tag (dogs with the CGC 
Gold qualification wear the same tag in black on gold). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frosts Facts 

Like all the best dogs , I’m wearing red this season.  It’s a really nice colour and suits me 
very well, but that’s not the only reason I’m wearing it.  If you haven’t got a red collar 
tag, give your owner a nudge and remind him/her that you need to be registered by the 
end of this month to avoid a fine.  You could even end up in the pound! 



 
 
 

VALE 
 

RIP Karuz the Top Shelf CGC Gold CDX 
  
"Spirit" as she was better known to most of us was a much loved member 
of Robyn How's fur family.  A SibeBord (Siberian Husky / Border Collie) 
bred for the obedience ring, Spirit was a small white rocket who lived life 
to the full and enjoyed chasing bunnies.  
  
Spirit competed successfully in competition obedience until injury of her 
owner (and handler) Robyn slowed their progress.  Spirit was only one 
Test B win away from competing in Test C (the highest level of 
obedience).  Spirit was one of three club dogs who obtained the Kennel 
Club's nationally recognised Canine Good Citizen Gold level as well as 
CDX (Companion Dog Excellent - a competition obedience qualification). 

  
Personally I'll miss Spirit's greetings at Robyn's home, as she always greeted you like a long lost 
friend and managed to get a pat.  
  
Rest in peace and run free with your canine friends over the rainbow bridge. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Advertisement 

 

“SUPERIOR CHUNKY” PETFOOD ROLL 2.2KG 
Original, Lamb and Rice, Chicken, Herb, Possyum 2kg, 

 

 Provides twice the energy of conventional dog rolls, therefore feed 
half the amount 

 Cost-effective and extremely palatable 
 No added water means higher nutritional value per kilogram 
 Convenient no mess feeding 
 No refrigeration required 
 
 
 
 

Contact details for the club:- 
Website:  www.dogtraining.org.nz     For training enquiries, phone Nerolie on 027 616 3083 (after 5pm please) 

 

http://www.dogtraining.org.nz/

