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Well done to all of you (instructors and students) who have stuck it out 
through the last term.  We have had some appalling weather, but 
everyone has turned up week after week. 
The one consolation should be – if your dog will obey you when conditions 
are bad, it certainly will when they are better! 
We hope to see you all next term at Ashhurst.  With Daylight Saving in 
operation, all our classes will soon be held in daylight, and with better 
weather we will be able to do more fun things 

Your committee 

President: Anthea Finlayson 

Vice President: Sue Cooper 

Secretary: Anthea Finlayson 

Minute Secretary: Nicky Redwood 

Show Secretary: Cushla Fitzwater 

Treasurer: Nerolie Morrison 

Senior Instructors:  Nerolie Morrison 

 Sue Cooper 

Club Captain: Nicky Redwood 

Publicity Officer: Sue Cooper 

Trophy Steward: Meredith Pitcher 

Members: Robyn Bland 

 Natalie Chapman 

 Claire Currie 

 Danielle Harvey 

 

Behaviour tip:  Recently there has been a poisoning scare in the city.  Keep 
your dog in sight on walks (you should anyway – to pick up after it and also 
to make sure it is behaving properly) and be prepared to act quickly.  Teach 
your dog the “leave it” command very thoroughly – then if you see it eating 
something suspicious, you can stop it. 
If you do think your dog has eaten something poisonous, take it to your vet 
(or the emergency centre at Massey University – open 24 hours) straight 
away.  Don’t leave it until a more sociable hour!  Your vet won’t mind – and 
while it may cost a little more for an after-hours consultation, early 
treatment will cost less in the long run and have a better chance of success. 

Now that Daylight Saving 
has arrived there will be 
more time to get out and 
about with your dog. 
If you are allowing your 
dog to have a free run in 
one of the dog exercise 
areas around the city, 
remember it must be 
under control at all times – 
if its not on leash it must 
be under verbal control.  
Don’t let your dog rush up 
to other dogs without 
asking if it’s OK – the other 
dog might be aggressive, 
timid, or in training.  And 
do please remember to 
pick up that poo! 

 
Term dates for 2013 

 

Term 1 (at Ashhurst) 

29/01/13 – 26/03/13 

 

Term 2 (at Longburn) 

02/04/13 – 21/05/13 

 

Term 3 (at Longburn) 

04/06/13 – 23/07/13 

 

Term 4 (at Longburn) 

13/08/13 – 1/10/13 

 

Term 5 (at Ashhurst) 

22/10/13 – 10/12/13 

 

Location of training 

 

In Ashhurst we train at 

the Manawatu Canine 

Centre grounds, 

accessed through the 

carpark on Cambridge 

Avenue 

 

Our Longburn facility is 

in Ngaire Street (first 

turn on the right after 

the railway overbridge) 

 



 

President’s Report 
Well another term has whizzed by.  Unfortunately we haven't 
always had great weather, but it is very encouraging to see the 
number of dedicated dog owners who come to club each week 
to improve their relationship with their dog. 
The committee have been very busy the past term with our 
annual Championship Obedience show weekend held at the end 
of August.   There is a lot of work goes into putting a show on 
before it happens, at the show, and after the show. 
 A big thank you to all those who came along and helped.   We 

really appreciated your help and each and every one of you should be proud of what you did.  The 
success of our shows depends on our helpers. 
 It was worrying to hear about the deliberate poisoning of dogs in Palmerston North (details as per 
the handout given out at club recently).   I hope you have all been vigilant with your own dogs. 
 Daylight savings is here and with it warmer weather.   I love this time of year, still crisp 
evenings/mornings - perfect for exercising the dogs and not too hot to sleep, but lovely sunny days 
(sometimes).   
 Next term starts on Tuesday 22nd October at our summer venue at Ashhurst at the Manawatu 
Canine Centre.   We hope you can join us.   The committee and Manawatu Canine have had 
overhead lights installed to help with the end of classes (so we can still all see our dogs). 
 Please ask your instructor what class is available for you next term, we look forward to seeing you 
back. 
 Congratulations to those who passed grading this term, and to those who didn't quite make it, 
keep up the hard work, it all helps in the end. 

Anthea 
 

 

 

Recent competition results for club members 

Club Show* Date Handler Dog Test Place 

NDOA Benefit RT 20/07/13 Owen Morrison Herbie Elementary 1 1st   

 RT 20/07/13 Owen Morrison Herbie Elementary 2 2nd  

 CH 20/07/13 Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 4th  

TADTC CH 30/08/13  Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 5th  

 CH 30/08/13 Anthea Finlayson Hunter Novice 5th  

 CH 01/09/13 Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 3rd  

HODTC CH 15/09/13 Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 5th  

 * CH = Championship Obedience Test, RT = Obedience Ribbon Trial 

If you are looking for something fun to do with your dog, try some 
nosework.  Just hide a favourite toy in the back yard or in the house, and 
send your dog to find it.  Make it easy to start with (“hide it” while your dog 
watches), then make it harder.  Play a game with it when he finds it.  Soon 
he will be able to do really hard “finds”.  Tires the body and the brain! 



 

Introducing Cushla Fitzwater, our Show secretary and one of our instructors 
I’ve been with the club for nearly 10 years now and currently 
have 4 dogs.  I got into dog training when I was in Hamilton 
and had a naughty little Jack Russell – my terrorist! 
Cassie (Dalmatian X) is 9 years old and competed in Agility for 
5 years, gaining many placings and a 1st in Starters.  At the 
same time we were competing in Competitive Obedience but 
it wasn’t something Cassie really enjoyed.  When she was 3 
years old we found Working Trials (Tracking).  We are 
currently working at the TD (Tracking Dog) level which is the 
highest level in Working Trials.  We spend winters Sleddog 

Racing and Cassie achieved Champion status when she was 6 years old. 
Jeopardy (Siberian Husky/Border Collie) came for a racing season when he was 3 years old and never 
went home!  He is now 7 years old and we compete regularly in Competitive Obedience, Working 
Trials and Sleddog Racing.  Jeopardy is also a Sleddog Champion. 
Scout (Siberian Husky) came to us a 11 months old.  We were his third home. It’s because of dogs like 
him that you realise just how important it is to research what type of dog will fit in with your lifestyle.  
Sleddog Racing certainly improved his behaviour as it provided him with the necessary balance of 
exercise and discipline. 
Bella (Smithfield X) is 13 months old and is currently getting a foundation in obedience, tracking and 
agility.  She will also race next year. 
I like to give my dogs a foundation in a few sports and find out what they like.  I’ve found that when 
they enjoy themselves I have a great time.  I like active dogs and regard Sleddog Racing as something 
that we can all go out and have blast with.  Ripping through the forest attached to your dogs is really 
awesome! 
 

 
The featured dog sport for this newsletter is Working Trials.  
Working Trials involve tracking (the most important component), 
agility (the scale jump, the clear jump and the long jump), some 
obedience (heelwork, a sendaway and a stay), and another 
nosework component (a seekback or an area search depending on 
the level). 
There are three levels – Utility Dog, Working Dog, Tracking Dog.  
As the dog advances up the levels, the tracking component gets 

harder (older and longer tracks and more varied terrain) and there is less agility and obedience.  
Tracking Dog (TD) has no agility or obedience, but three tracks. 
Working Trials are not a competition between dogs – rather the dogs are trying to score a 
qualification – UD or UDX (getting the “X” requires higher points) at the lowest level, WD or WDX at 
the next level, TD or TDX at the highest level.  A dog with CDX (an obedience qualification) and two 
UDX’s, two WDX’s and two TDX’s becomes a Working Trials Champion (WTCh). 
Working Trials are suitable for most breeds because the height or length of the jumps are scaled to 
the dog’s height.  For dogs that are unable to jump, there is a new tracking-only qualification. 
Working Trials involve trusting your dog (it can sniff out the track – you can’t!), so are great for 
learning to work with your dog and for forming a strong bond with it.  They do take up a lot of time 
however, and require access to a suitable area to practise tracking. 
 
 

 



 

 

Championship Shows 

On the 31st of August and the 1st of September, we held our two annual Championship Shows, as we 

do every year at this time.  As usual, they were a success, with good entries and a good time had by 

all.  We are known for our good venue, great weather (usually!) and friendly atmosphere (always). 

Thank you to all the club members who helped with the shows – without your hard work the shows 

wouldn’t have been the success they were. 

Thank you also to our generous sponsor Fond Foods, manufacturer of “Superior Chunky” pet food 

rolls (see advertisement below). 

Congratulations to Nerolie on getting 5th in Special Beginners on Saturday (left below) and 3rd on 

Sunday, and to Anthea on getting 5th in Novice on Saturday (right). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advertisement 

“SUPERIOR CHUNKY” PETFOOD ROLL 2.2KG 

Original, Lamb and Rice, Chicken, Herb, Possyum 2kg 

 

 Provides twice the energy of conventional dog rolls, therefore feed half the 

amount 
 Cost-effective and extremely palatable 

 No added water means higher nutritional value per kilogram 
 Convenient no mess feeding 

 No refrigeration required 
 

 

 

 

Contact details for the club Website www.dogtraining.org.nz 

For enquiries phone Nerolie on 027 616 3083 or Sue on 353 6002 (all calls after 6pm please) 

Website:  www.dogtraining.org.nz     For training enquiries, phone Nerolie on 027 616 3083 (after 5pm please) 

 

Frosts Facts 

Spring has sprung (yeah right!), the birds are singing, the bees are buzzing,  and 
the fleas are hopping.  Its time to remind your owner to get out the flea treatments 
again, if you don’t want to be scratching all summer (so inelegant).  And don’t 
forget our furry friends – they get out and about a lot, and can easily come back 
with a bunch of little lodgers to infest the family.  They need their own product 
though – ours can kill them (now there’s a thought!).  

http://www.dogtraining.org.nz/
http://www.dogtraining.org.nz/

