
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Behaviour tip 
Dogs’ tails are useful for much more than spreading mud and water on the walls 
and knocking over wineglasses.  For example, you can tell a lot about how your dog 
is feeling by the way he holds his tail, and this can be very useful, especially if he or 
she is a distance away from you. 
In general, the higher the tail is held, the more confident the dog is feeling.  A 
“tucked” tail indicates nervousness – this could lead to a snap if he/she is pushed.  
An almost vertical tail indicates confidence and/or aggression – there could be 
trouble ahead if two dogs are holding their tails like this, so it might pay to distract 
them.  In general, relaxed dogs hold their tails in a medium-low position and make 
slow wide wags.  But all dogs are different – become an observer and learn what 
your dog’s tail is telling you! 
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Welcome to the second edition of the Tararua Tailwagger for 2014.  The Tailwagger 
is a newsletter published each term to keep club members, and those training with 
the club, in touch with what is going on.  There are also articles about dog behaviour 
and training, and you will meet instructors and committee members.  We will also 
tell you about some of the fun activities you can do with your dog. 
It has been good to see the dedication of our handlers this term.  We have one who 
travels for at least two hours to bring their dog to classes, and I remember standing 
through a thunderstorm with a group of wet handlers and wet dogs while we had a 
class.  So well done all of you who have braved the weather to train your dogs. 
If you have any news you would like to include, or have suggestions for articles that 
you would like to see in the Tailwagger, please let me know. 
Sue Cooper, Newsletter Editor 

Training tip 
Some of you may have been 
a bit disheartened because 
your dog doesn’t appear to 
learn as fast as others in your 
class.  You may think it is 
because your dog is “stupid” 
or you are a bad trainer.  But 
all dogs learn at different 
speeds, and some breeds pick 
up training faster than others 
– this is not “good” or “bad”; 
just different.  Your dog may 
be more independent, or 
bright enough to think of the 
alternatives! 

 
Term dates for 2014 

 

Term 1 (at Ashhurst) 
28/01/14 – 18/03/14 

 

Term 2 (at Longburn) 
08/04/14 – 27/05/14 

 

Term 3 (at Longburn) 
10/06/14 – 29/07/14 

 

Term 4 (at Longburn) 
12/08/14 – 30/09/14 

 

Term 5 (at Ashhurst) 
21/10/14 – 9/12/14 

 

Location of training 

In Ashhurst we train at 
the Manawatu Canine 

Centre grounds, 
accessed through the 
carpark on Cambridge 

Avenue 

Our Longburn facility is 
in Ngaire Street (first 
turn on the right after 

the railway overbridge) 

 

Class times 

Classes times will be 
given out on the first 

night of term.   

 

Classes last for 30-45 

minutes. 



 
 

 

 
 
 

President’s comment 
Well another term has flown by.  Thank you to the dedicated instructors 
who have come in during what has seemed an unfairly wet term (and 
also thank you to the dedicated owners who came out as well).   

This term we trialled running classes at different time slots with our 
Junior (for dogs under six months) and Basic (for new dogs) running at 
6.30pm then our Basic Plus, Intermediate and Advanced classes  (for 
returning dogs) at 7.30pm.  We trialled this format to allow our 
instructors and understudies the opportunity to join in the Advanced 
class with their dog if they would like. 

Once again we must farewell one of our committee members and understudies.  By the time you read this 
Natalie, Brendan (and importantly, Vinnie the Labrador) will be in Finland.  It is always hard saying goodbye 
to our hard working committee members but we do wish Natalie a great time in her home country. 

On a brighter note, one of our own achieved a very enviable and not often achieved feat recently when 
Cushla and Jeopardy won Novice on full points (100 out of 100).  Unfortunately I wasn't at the Wanganui 
show to see her round but to achieve full points is something most of us can only ever dream of and a great 
achievement.  Well done. 

I hope grading went alright for you tonight, sometimes it just isn't your night.  Congratulations if you passed 
and if you didn't quite make it, have a chat to your instructor about what you need more work on, we do 
often offer the opportunity to regrade again next term. 

Our next term starts on 10th June. Don't forget to check with your instructor about what class options are 
available next term.  Keep up the good work, and see you soon. 

 

 
 
 

Recent Dog Training Competition Results 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Ch = championship show, RT = ribbon trial, RO = RallyO 
 
 

“We give dogs time we can spare, space we can spare and love we can spare.  And in return, dogs give us 
their all.  It's the best deal man has ever made.” 

M. Acklam 

Club Show* Date Handler Dog Test Place 

Upper Hutt RT 29/3/14 Renee Dunbar Leia Elementary 1 4th 

     Elementary 2 5th 

North Taranaki  Ch 12/4/14 Anthea Finlayson Hunter Novice 5th 

Wainuiomata RT 26/4/14 Renee Dunbar Leia Elementary 2 2nd 

Wanganui Ch 3/05/14 Cushla Fitzwater Jeopardy Novice 1st 

     CD Trial CDX 

Napier Ch 10/05/14 Anthea Finlayson Hunter Novice 3rd 

Central Allbreeds Ch 17/5/14 Renee Dunbar Leia Elementary 1 4th 

   Cushla Fitzwater Jeopardy CD Trial CDX 

Kapiti RO 24/5/14 Neroli Morrison Angus Novice A 3rd 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Meet the instructors – Nicky Redwood 

Hi.  My name is Nicky and I have been a member of Tararua Allbreeds since 2003.   
I am one of the few instructors that does not actively compete in obedience 
competitions – you  will usually find me out the back helping in the kitchen at our 
Championship Shows. 

I commenced attending Tararua Allbreeds after we obtained our first boxer, "Boston".  
As  male boxers can be large and very enthusiastic and being small, I thought I would 
get in early and get him into training when he was a puppy so I could walk and handle 
him on my own.  I guess I was hooked from then, and was easily convinced to go on 
the committee – becoming an instructor soon followed.  I get a real kick from seeing 
dogs come in on the first night, barking, pulling; then leaving after 8 sessions as much 

better behaved doggie citizens. 

We decided Boston needed company, so after two years he was joined by another boxer, “Indy".  Indy 
attended training from an early age, but her behavior has always been a challenge.  I think if we had doggie 
psychologists she would have a diagnosis of with Attention Deficit Disorder.  But with a lot of patience and 
with the help of the club Indy’s behavior gradually improved, and I was able to follow my other dream and 
show her in breed shows. Much to   our delight she quickly obtained New Zealand Breed Champion status.   
If you ever have the opportunity to attend a breed show, you will find it very interesting; especially 
identifying the unusual and sometimes very strange breeds.  Indy  has now retired from her show career and 
only attends specialist shows.   

Both dogs now spend their days accompanying my husband in tramping around the Ruahine Ranges, which 
they both love (the photo shows them out tramping).  They are both well known to the group of volunteers 
who work on maintaining the walking tracks around the local 
area. 

I still attend training with Indy.  At the moment she is doing 
the Rally Obedience class, and has been attending the 
advanced classes, which we both enjoy, and I am hopeful she 
will eventually obtain her Canine Good Citizen status 

Like mine, not all of your dogs will go on to attend obedience 
shows, but there are other classes they can attend, which 
gets you working together, having fun, and developing a 
positive relationship with your canine friend. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please do not let your dog approach another dog without the approval of that dog’s handler.  It may be 
nervous, sick, have issues, or be in training.  And if you do allow such an approach, and there is a canine 
punch-up, it is entirely your fault.  Its no good saying smugly “my dog is friendly; therefore your dog was at 
fault”.  What you see as friendly, the other dog (and handler) may see as intrusive, pushy, and just plain rude.  
Put yourself in the other dog’s place.  There you are, walking down the street minding your own business.  
Along comes someone you have never set eyes on before who gives you a smacking kiss.  Chances are your 
reaction would be less than friendly.  So why should a dog be expected to put up with such an unmannerly 
approach?  Ask first, and take no for an answer if necessary. 
 

As Nicky has pointed out, there are all sorts of fun activities you can do with your dogs, including breed 
showing.  Meredith breed shows her dogs as well as working them in obedience competitions, and recently 
young Tommy got best of breed (out of 24 dogs) and his first breed challenge certificate.  Well done Tommy. 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Activities you might like to try with your dog 
 
Sled-dog racing 
 
If you like to try new things then here’s a great one for you to enjoy with your dog.  Sled Dog Racing.  Any dog 
that likes to run is suitable.  

The season is just starting – it needs 
to be cool/cold so the dogs don’t get 
heat stressed.  Races start in the 
North Island in the middle of July and 
go through to September.  

Most people start with one dog and a 
scooter (we have spares for you to 
try). The scooter is usually made from 
recycled mountain bikes. 

It’s a great way to make winter whizz 
by.  You don’t have to race, so if you 
are interested in trying this fun thing 
to do with your dog, talk to Cushla.  

The photo shows Cushla’s dogs Trade, 
Cassie and Ruby having a blast! 

 
 

Advertisement 

“SUPERIOR CHUNKY” PETFOOD ROLL 2.2KG 
Original, Lamb and Rice, Chicken, Herb, Possyum 2kg 

 Provides twice the energy of conventional dog rolls, so feed half the amount 
 Cost-effective and extremely palatable 
 No added water means higher nutritional value per kilogram 
 Convenient no mess feeding 
 No refrigeration required 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Frosts Facts 
Hi.  I’m Frost, and I live with the editor and keep her and my father Ice in 
line.  I’ll be providing some useful information in each newsletter. 
Its that time of year when the evenings are drawing in and the mornings 
are getting dark, so its important to keep safe.  Persuade your human to 
walk you in well-lit areas, and to wear some reflective gear.  You can also 
get reflective jackets for dogs (like my one in the photo – its made of the 
same stuff human safety vests are made of – now I just need a hard hat 
and a tool belt and I can really have some fun!).  There are collars and 
leads with reflective strips (or even flashing lights!) and also little flashing 
lights to dangle from your collar. 
So – be safe.  Be seen. 

Contact details for the club:- 
Website:  www.dogtraining.org.nz     For training enquiries, phone Nerolie on 027 616 3083 (after 5pm please) 

 

http://www.dogtraining.org.nz/

