
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Behaviour tip 
Often owners are worried that using treats for training will make their dog 
dependant on them – that it won’t obey a command unless you wave a treat in 
front of its nose.  But if you are using treats properly, as rewards not as bribes, this 
won’t happen.  And although a treat is given after every correct response initially, 
once your dog “knows” the command, treats should only be given once in a while. 
It pays to always carry some treats with you when you are taking your dog for a 
walk – that way you can reward it for obeying in difficult circumstances – staying in 
a sit beside you while another dog barks at it, or coming back when called even 
though it would really rather chase that rabbit.  And once in a while, call it to you 
for no special reason and give it a treat – that way you’ll always get a good 
response to your calls – just in case its treat-time! 
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Welcome to the third edition of the Tararua Tailwagger for 2014.  The Tailwagger is 
a newsletter published each term to keep club members, and those training with the 
club, in touch with what is going on.  There are also articles about dog behaviour and 
training, and you will meet instructors and committee members.  We will also tell 
you about some of the fun activities you can do with your dog. 
Once again, a dedicated band of owners and instructors has been out in all weathers 
every Tuesday training.  I’m sure you will have noticed a difference in your dog’s 
behaviour as the result of this training, which makes it all worthwhile.  I know that 
my own class have made huge improvements over this time, and I’m sure the other 
instructors would say the same.  Hopefully we will see most of you back next term as 
well – some in the next class up, and some spending a little more time in their 
current class (not all dogs learn at the same rate). 
Sue Cooper, Newsletter Editor 

Training tip 
Your body language is at least 
as important to your dog as 
what you are saying (after all, 
wolves don’t talk – they use 
body language instead).  Lean 
back slightly to encourage your 
dog to come in a recall, and 
forward slightly to help it 
“stay”.  Also, try using a 
consistent signal at the same 
time as a word command, to 
make it clearer for your dog.  
Being trained with signals can 
also be very helpful if your dog 
becomes deaf in old age. 

 
Term dates for 2014 

 

Term 1 (at Ashhurst) 
28/01/14 – 18/03/14 

 

Term 2 (at Longburn) 
08/04/14 – 27/05/14 

 

Term 3 (at Longburn) 
10/06/14 – 29/07/14 

 

Term 4 (at Longburn) 
12/08/14 – 30/09/14 

 

Term 5 (at Ashhurst) 
21/10/14 – 9/12/14 

 

Location of training 

In Ashhurst we train at 
the Manawatu Canine 

Centre grounds, 
accessed through the 
carpark on Cambridge 

Avenue 

Our Longburn facility is 
in Ngaire Street (first 
turn on the right after 

the railway overbridge) 

 

Class times 

Class times will be 
given out on the first 

night of term.   

 

Classes last for 30-45 

minutes. 



 
 

 

 
 
 

President’s comment 
Well another term has whizzed by (albeit our coldest one for a long time). 
 
Thank you to our instructors (and their helpers) who have braved the cold 
(and sometimes wet) nights this term to come out and help you with 
training your dog.  They volunteer their time willingly, no small ask when 
you consider most people would rather be inside with the heater going 
about now. 
 
It was great to see students from last term returning to continue on their 

dogs education and enhancing their relationship with their dog.  Congratulations to those who passed this term 
and for those who didn't quite make it, keep up the good work, I'm sure you've progressed further than you 
realise. 
 
Don't forget to ask your instructor about what class is available to you next term.  Our instructors are going to 
have a well earned week off with classes recommencing on Tuesday 12th August. 
 
Also next month on 30th and 31st we have our annual Championship Obedience Show weekend at Ashhurst.  
This weekend gives many of our instructors the opportunity to compete their own dog in competitive obedience 
and this year we will also have Rally Obedience and Canine Good Citizen assessments running. If you are 
interesting in what activities you can work on/towards with your dog, please note this date down and come 
along.  More details will be available mid August. 
 
Enjoy your week off, keep warm and we hope to see you again on the 12th August. 
 
Cheers 

 

 
 
 

Recent Dog Training Competition Results 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Ch = championship show, RT = ribbon trial, RO = RallyO 
 
 
 

“ If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous, he will not bite you; that is the principal difference 
between a dog and a man.” 

-Mark Twain  

 

“If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when I die I want to go where they went.” 

-Will Rogers  

Club Show* Date Handler Dog Test Place 

Titahi bay Ch 28/6/14 Sue Cooper Frost Novice 2nd 

 RO 29/06/14 Nerolie Morrison Angus Novice A 2nd 

Central Benefit  Ch 12/07/14 Owen Morrison Herbie Special Beginners 5th 

 Ch 13/07/14 Danielle Harvey Ollie Elementary 1 3rd 



 
 

 

 

 

An introduction to the disciplines that will be on display at our 
Championship Shows at the end of August 

 
Competitive obedience 

This is what you will see some of the instructors practising with their dogs after 
classes. 
Competitive Obedience involves a combination of heelwork, recalls, stays and other 
exercises which get more demanding as you progress through the levels.  Starting 
at Elementary level, everything is done on-lead.  At Special Beginners level, one lot 
of heelwork is done on-lead but everything else is done off-lead.  Novice is similar, 
but a retrieve is added and stays are done with the handler’s back to the dog.  At 
Test A, the number of commands that can be given is reduced, the handlers go out 
of sight in some stays, and a scenting exercise is introduced.  At Test B, nothing is 
done on-lead, heelwork includes fast and slow pace, and a sendaway is added.  Test 
C involves even more difficult exercises.  We welcome questions and new 
competitors, but be warned – it’s an addictive sport, and takes up a lot of 
weekends! 

 
 

RallyO 
This is a fun activity for dogs and handlers that is a little bit like competitive obedience but 
more low-key.  You may have seen handlers and dogs practising RallyO on Tuesday 
nights, with lots of cones and signs set out.   

In RallyO, dogs and handlers make their way around a course following 
instructions on signs at each station (unlike competitive obedience, 
where there is a steward to tell you what to do next).  Often a 
combination of moves must be made at the station (as shown in the 
sign to the left – in this one the dog first must sit, then lie down, then 
sit again before moving off to the next station).  Sometimes the dog 

must zig- zag around cones, as shown in the photograph to the right.   
Novice courses are entirely on-lead.  Championship tests are held and qualifications can be obtained. 

 
 

Canine Good Citizen (CGC) 
The CGC scheme has been developed by the New Zealand Kennel Club in order to assist in the creation of 
well-mannered dogs and to encourage responsible dog ownership.  A dog with a CGC qualification at any 
level has been tested and found to have a good temperament and to be well behaved and well trained, and 
its handler has shown a good understanding of their requirements and responsibilities as a dog owner.  Most 
dogs are eligible to become CGC-accredited – only “dangerous” and “menacing” (by deed or breed) dogs are 
excluded. 

Tararua Allbreeds Dog Training Club is CGC-affiliated 
and can both offer training and conduct assessments.  
We strongly recommend that you consider enrolling 
your dog – a CGC-accredited dog has all the skills to be 
a great pet and companion, welcome in any company 
and able to cope with most situations.  The skills learnt 
are entirely practical and most of them are what you 
would teach your dog anyway.  A CGC-qualified dog can 
be recognised by its unique pink tag (left).  Dogs with 
the CGC Gold qualification wear the same tag in black 
on gold, like Ice is wearing (right). 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Championship Shows August 30th and 31st 
 

At the end of August, the Tararua Allbreeds Dog training Club will be holding its annual obedience 
championship shows.  One show is held on Saturday and one on Sunday.  This year we will also be holding a 
RallyO ribbon trial and a Canine Good Citizen assessment on Saturday.  All these events will take place at the 
Manawatu Canine Centre grounds at Ashhurst (through the car park off Cambridge Avenue – see map below). 

You are more than welcome to come along to have a look at what goes on at a show, and see people and dogs 
participating in these three disciplines – who knows, you may decide that you want to participate next time.  
The show starts at 9.30 am on Saturday and 9am on Sunday.  For Obedience and RallyO, it is best to be there 
in the morning, as much of the activity will be finished by lunchtime.  The Canine Good Citizen assessment will 
be on Saturday afternoon, starting at about 1.30 pm. 

If you can give us some help with running the shows, the Committee would be very grateful.  All sorts of 
assistance is needed, from setting up the rings 
on Friday afternoon (and taking them down 
again on Sunday afternoon), to helping in the 
kitchen (we make a significant amount of 
money that goes towards running the club and 
keeping class prices down by selling food to 
participants in the show) to helping with the 
actual tests as scent decoys.  CGC also needs 
lots of helpers, to act as “crowds”. 

 
 

 
Advertisement 

“SUPERIOR CHUNKY” PETFOOD ROLL 2.2KG 
Original, Lamb and Rice, Chicken, Herb, Possyum 2kg 

 Provides twice the energy of conventional dog rolls, so feed half the amount 
 Cost-effective and extremely palatable 
 No added water means higher nutritional value per kilogram 
 Convenient no mess feeding 
 No refrigeration required 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Frosts Facts 
Hi.  I’m Frost, and I live with the editor and keep her and my father Ice in line 
(but we all do what “her with the fur” says).  I provide some useful 
information in each newsletter (and have the last say!).  

Like all fashion-conscious dogs should be, I’m wearing green this season – 
red is so last year!  It’s not that I’ve suddenly become environmentally 
conscious – its just that I want to stay on the right side of the law.  If you 
haven’t got a green collar tag like mine, give your owner a nudge and remind 
him/her that you need to be registered by the end of this month to avoid a 
fine.  You could even end up in the pound! 

 

Contact details for the club:- 
Website:  www.dogtraining.org.nz     For training enquiries, phone Nerolie on 027 616 3083 (after 5pm please) 

 

http://www.dogtraining.org.nz/

