
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Behaviour tip 
Dogs can feel a lot of things, but guilt is not one of them.  Neither is remorse.  So don’t 
punish your dog for something naughty it has done (like get into the rubbish, or chew a 
shoe) unless you actually catch it in the act.  It may fold back its ears, lick its lips, look 
away and lower its body when you come into the room and see the damage; but that’s 
not guilt – its an attempt to appease you because it knows you are angry (there’s steam 
coming out of your ears, after all, especially if its not the first time).   
And dogs don’t do things to “get even with you”.  It didn’t chew the shoe to punish you 
for going out and leaving it at home, it chewed the shoe because it was there and 
chewing feels good.  In fact, if your dog chewed your shoe or got into the rubbish, you 
shouldn’t punish it at all – its your fault for leaving the shoe or the rubbish where it 
could be got at.  Give yourself a smack instead.  And don’t do it again! 
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Welcome to the fourth edition of the Tararua Tailwagger for 2014.  The Tailwagger 
is a newsletter published each term to keep club members, and those training with 
the club, in touch with what is going on.  There are also articles about dog behaviour 
and training, and you will meet instructors and committee members.  We will also 
tell you about some of the fun activities you can do with your dog. 
Well done all of you who have braved the winter weather to either train your dog or 
instruct a class.  Congratulations to those who have passed grading, but don’t be 
downhearted if your dog needs a little extra time in class – they don’t all learn at the 
same rate. 
Recently we had a very successful Championship show weekend, with two shows, a 
RallyO competition, a ribbon trial and a canine Good Citizen assessment.  
Congratulations to all those who participated and did well, and our thanks to all 
those who gave up some of their valuable time to help. 
Sue Cooper, Newsletter Editor 

Training tip 
Now that the evenings are 
getting longer, especially with 
Daylight Saving in place, try to 
do some training every day.  
Five minutes a day is much 
more useful than  a one hour 
session once a week.  And it 
doesn’t need to be “serious”.  
Try a 30 second downstay 
during the TV ad breaks, or a 
walk around the backyard 
(without pulling) before doggy 
dinner is served.  If your dog 
retrieves, teach it to pick up 
dropped clothes pegs or the 
like – useful and fun. 

 
Term dates for 2014 

 

Term 1 (at Ashhurst) 
28/01/14 – 18/03/14 

 

Term 2 (at Longburn) 
08/04/14 – 27/05/14 

 

Term 3 (at Longburn) 
10/06/14 – 29/07/14 

 

Term 4 (at Longburn) 
12/08/14 – 30/09/14 

 

Term 5 (at Ashhurst) 
21/10/14 – 9/12/14 

 

Location of training 

In Ashhurst we train at 
the Manawatu Canine 

Centre grounds, 
accessed through the 
carpark on Cambridge 

Avenue 

Our Longburn facility is 
in Ngaire Street (first 

turn on the right after 
the railway overbridge) 

 

Class times 

Class times will be 
given out on the first 

night of term.   

 

Classes last for 30-45 

minutes. 



 
 

 

 
 
 

President’s comment 
Another term has whizzed by and with it, Winter has finally finished and Spring has sprung and Daylight 
Saving is here.  Congratulations to those who graded through their level this term, and to those who didn't 
quite make it, keep up the hard work, some dogs just take a little longer to get the hang of some exercises. 
This term we also had our annual championship obedience show at Ashhurst.  This year’s show also 
included a Canine Good Citizen assessment on the Saturday afternoon.  Well done to our club members 
who achieved CGC Foundation and Bronze with their dog.  
For the first time this year we also held a Rally O ribbon trial with our obedience show.  It was great to see 
some of our own club members give it a go. I'm sure they learnt a lot about the sport of Rally O and 
enjoyed themselves. 
The lead up to (and definitely the weekend) our champ show is always busy for the committee and club 
members (and indeed some of their family members).  Thank you to those club members who were able to 
help out over the weekend, from setting up on Friday  night through to working at show over the weekend, 
keeping everyone well fed and cleaning up on Sunday afternoon. Once again I have received many 
comments on a well run show, we could not have done it without you all, so thank you. 
As obedience competitors our next big event is the National Dog Show this week in Auckland.  Followed by 
the National Dog Obedience Assembly at Labour Weekend at Manfield.  The NDOA attracts the best 
competitors from all over the country.  If you are about over Labour Weekend please feel free to pop out to 
Manfield and have a look. Competition on the Saturday and Monday starts early (approx. 7.30am with most 
rings  busy in the morning so before lunch is the best time to have a look). Sunday is the teams event so a 
much smaller affair with only one dog working at once with all spectators watching them.  Not for the faint 
hearted! 
Don't forget that our summer terms are held at the Manawatu Canine Centre, Cambridge Avenue, 
Ashhurst.  So from 21st October we will be training on grass. If you are unsure which class is the right 
option for you, please discuss this with your instructor. 
This issue we have included an enrolment form in your newsletter so that you can complete this and bring 
with you on the first night of next term.  Also don't forget, only the Advanced and Competition classes bring 
their dogs on the first night, all other classes use the first night to get the enrolments in and to go through 
the class content (much easier to do without your dog). 
Hope to see many of you again next term.  Anthea 

 
 

Recent Dog Training Competition Results 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Ch = championship show, RT = ribbon trial, RO = RallyO 
 
 
Dogs are not our whole life, but they make our lives whole. 
-Roger Caras 
 

Club Show* Date Handler Dog Test Place 

Tararua Ch 30/08/14 Cushla Fitzwater Bella Novice 4nd 

 Ch 31/08/14 Cushla Fitzwater Bella Novice 4nd 

 RO 30/08/14 Chris Tews Finn Novice A 1st 

 RT 31/08/14 Danielle Harvey Ollie Elementary 1 2nd 

 RT 31/08/14 Danielle Harvey Ollie Elementary 2 2nd 

 RT 31/08/14 Renee Dunbar Leia Elementary 2 3rd 

Horowhenua RT 13/09/14 Danielle Harvey Ollie Elementary 1 1st 

 RT 13/09/14 Danielle Harvey Ollie Elementary 2 3rd 

Sth Rangitikei Ch 20/09/14 Anthea Finlayson Hunter Novice 1st 

 Ch 21/09/14 Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 4th 



 
 

 

 

 

Canine Good Citizen Assessment 30/08/14 
 

After the Championship Show and RallyO Ribbon Trial on Saturday, we had a CGC assessment for Foundation 
and Bronze.  Many thanks to our assessors Chrissie and Kenn (and reserve Irma) who were willing to put in 
extra time after a long day competing.  Thanks also to the pre-show organiser, Sue, and our helpers on the day 
– Nerolie (the organiser on the day), Meredith, Jen, Renee, Anthea, Kathryn, Kyla, and also to Kyla’s mum who 
came along to help.  A special mention must be made of The World’s Dumbest Rabbit, who made a cameo 
appearance as a distraction. 

It was a very successful assessment, with all candidates (7 Foundation, 10 Bronze) passing.  Special 
congratulations must go to the Tararua candidates who passed Foundation (Danielle and Ollie, Owen and 
Herbie, Nicky and Indie, Chris and Fynn) and Bronze (Danielle and Ollie, Owen and Herbie). 

In Chris’ words  “This was my first time at such an event and as such I had no idea how things were done. We 
all gathered together by the club house for the initial briefing on the plan of attack for the next couple of 
hours. I found this briefing to be spot on and to the point and with the assessors final words ringing in my ears 
“let’s not set the dogs up to fail”, I was thinking to myself it won’t be the dog that fails this, more likely it will 
be me! With a small glimmer of hope that Fynn and myself would achieve the final objective we set off for the 
assessment.  

What followed was a thorough brief on each activity prior to the assessment and what was expected of both 
the dog and owner. I was very appreciative of this information as it allowed me the time to comprehend what 
I needed to do for both Fynn and myself. The process throughout was controlled well and I felt the assessment 
was fair but firm. The one thing I did enjoy was that consideration was given by the assessors to the natural 
instincts of the dogs present. The only thing that annoyed me was when another dog owner decided to take 
her dogs through the middle of the assessment for a stretch and play in the open field next to us. I felt this 
was inconsiderate and irresponsible and may have caused an assessment failure. 

I enjoyed the process of the foundation assessment - it clearly has been designed to achieve the desired 
objective in a firm but fair way. I look forward to the bronze CGC in the future and hope that assessors are of 
the same quality and experience.  “GO THE RABBIT” 

Owen had this to say  “We were all pretty nervous about the assessment but soon all calmed down when we 
found out we had passed the written test. A brief talk about what we had to do and then into the exercises. My 
main worry, with Herbie being so small, was that he might jump up to say hello – an instant FAIL - but it was all 
sweet.  When we left our dogs with a stranger and went out of sight a rabbit ran out from behind one of the 
dogs and was off like a rocket. The dogs all behaved themselves though.  Putting our dogs away to wait our 
result – YAY we all passed – what a triumph – we all had a sigh of relief. It was pleasing to find that my dog & I 
were able to do this assessment. Thank you to our Assessors, Chrissie & Linda 

I had decided if we passed Foundation level we would try for Bronze level.  I was a bit more relaxed this time; 
most of the exercises we had done in Foundation, this time just a bit more advanced.  Doing the Vehicle 
Manners exercise was funny, poor little Herbie didn’t know if he was coming or going.  The food manners were 
a breeze, then a tie-up, a walk & a recall, chuck in a few more exercises & all done. 

Yes we passed, another sigh of relief – Good Boy Herbie.”  Thank you to our Assessors for Bronze, Kenn & Lee.” 
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Advertisement 

“SUPERIOR CHUNKY” PETFOOD ROLL 2.2KG 
Original, Lamb and Rice, Chicken, Herb, Possyum 2kg 

 Provides twice the energy of conventional dog rolls, so feed half the amount 
 Cost-effective and extremely palatable 
 No added water means higher nutritional value per kilogram 
 Convenient no mess feeding 
 No refrigeration required 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Frosts Facts 
Daylight Saving is here – and so are the fleas!  Its that time of year when you need to 
remind your owner to get out the flea control products and start treatments.  Don’t 
let them get carried away though – while it might seem like a good idea to use two 
sorts of treatment (like a flea collar and a spot-on product), actually that’s a very bad 
idea, because you might OD.  And don’t let them forget the cat – fleas love cats (well 
someone’s got to!). 

Contact details for the club:- 
Website:  www.dogtraining.org.nz     For training enquiries, phone Nerolie on 027 616 3083 (after 5pm please) 

 

Photographs from the shows August 30/31 

http://www.dogtraining.org.nz/

