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Term dates for 2016 

 

Term 1 (at Ashhurst) 

2/02/16 – 22/03/16 

 

Term 2 (at Longburn) 

12/04/16 – 31/05/16 

 

Term 3 (at Longburn) 

14/06/16 – 2/08/16 

 

Term 4 (at Longburn) 

16/08/16 – 4/10/16 

 

Term 5 (at Ashhurst) 

18/10/16 – 6/12/16 

 

Location of training 

In Ashhurst we train at 

the Manawatu Canine 

Centre grounds, 

accessed through the 

carpark on Cambridge 

Avenue 

Our Longburn facility is 

in Ngaire Street (first 

turn on the right after 

the railway overbridge) 

 

Class times 

Classes times will be 

given out on the first 

night of term.   

 

Classes last for 30-45 

minutes. 

Welcome to the first edition of the Tararua Tailwagger for 2016.  We hope that you 
have enjoyed your term of training, and that your dog’s behaviour has improved.  
Congratulations to those whose dog passed it’s grading, but please don’t be too 
disheartened if your dog didn’t quite make it.  Not all dogs learn at the same rate – it 
doesn’t mean the dog is stupid or untrainable, or that you’re a bad trainer, it just 
means that your dog needs a little bit more time to take in the lesson.  Even dogs of 
the same breed can be quite different. 
Like all dog clubs, Tararua is run by volunteers, and our members have been busy 
lately – see the articles later in the newsletter. 

Your committee 

President: Robyn Bland 

Vice President: Owen Morrison 

Secretary: Cushla Fitzwater 

Show Secretary: Cushla Fitzwater 

Treasurer: Nerolie Morrison 

Senior Instructor:  Sue Cooper 

Club Captain: Nicky Redwood 

Newsletter Editor: Sue Cooper 

Trophy Steward: Meredith Pitcher 

Members: Renee Dunbar 

 Fiona Elkington 

 Iain McGregor 

 Nathan Morrison 

 Chris Tews 

Training tip 
Training your dog between classes 
doesn’t mean you have to fit half-hour 
sessions into your already busy day.  
Use your spare moments – practice a 
sit while you wait for the kettle to boil.  
Use the ad breaks on TV for a training 
session (hit the mute button so you 
can concentrate on your dog). 
And training with treats doesn’t mean 
your dog will get fat.  Use some of his 
regular food – it will probably work at 
home, away from the distractions of 
class where “better” treats may be 
needed.  Measure out his days ration 
in the morning and use that – give him 
what is left for dinner. 

Behaviour tip 
Its important that you and others can handle your dog all over, look in its mouth and 
ears, clip its nails, and groom it.  Ideally, you should start practising these things as 
soon as you get your puppy.  Hold it upside down on your lap, tickle its tummy, open 
its mouth, look in its ears, play with its paws.  If you start early, these things become a 
part of life.  All is not lost however if you haven’t done this, or if you get your dog as an 
adult.  Start now if your dog is happy to be handled.  Hand out treats every time you 
do this and it will soon become a looked-forward-to part of your dog’s life.   
If your dog is the independent sort (don’t you touch my toes!) start small.  Touch a 
paw or an ear, give a treat.  Gradually do more.  Don’t progress further until it is 
comfortable with the current level of handling.  Your instructor can give advice. 
If your dog doesn’t like its brush (or the nail clippers), pair them with a treat.  Show the 
brush, give a treat.  Work up to touching with the brush then a treat, then a single 
brush stroke along the back and a treat, and so on.  Takes time, but it works. 



 

 

 

Presidents report 
Here we are nearly over our first term’s training. It is great to see people coming back and 
continuing their training with their dogs.  We have had our AGM and welcome in the new 
committee and thank those who have stepped down. 
I would like to thank our instructors for this term, all who volunteer their time to help you 
and your dogs. I would also like to congratulate members of the club who have done well at 
obedience, breed,  rally o shows, tracking qualifications, and those who have passed CGC 
(Canine Good Citizen) levels. 
Our instructors are always trying to improve their knowledge and skill base so that we are 
able to better help you in classes so we started the year by going to a Dog training Seminar 

by Nicky Hale. Nicky is from the UK and was over judging some Obedience Competitions in Rotorua.  Nicky 
gave a very informative seminar on her way of training both competition and domestic dogs. In April some of 
us are going to another seminar in Wellington by Forrest Micke from the USA.  
Next term starts on the 12th April and we move back to our Longburn grounds.  It is always helpful if you pre-
enrol so that we have an idea of numbers. You can do this either with the enrolment form given out tonight or 
by going to dogtraining.org.nz. 
As winter approaches and the mornings/evenings are getting darker and cooler.  Please remember to stay 
visible, safe and warm.  
I trust you have all had an enjoyable term of training and hope to see many of you back next term. 
Remember training should be fun. Keep up the good work, 
Robyn 

 
 
 

Recent Competition Results 
 

* Ch = championship show, RT = Ribbon Trial, RO = RallyO

Club Show* Date Handler Dog Test Place 

Rotorua Ch 30/01/16 Robyn Bland Lucas Test A 1st 

Rotorua Ch 30/01/16 Owen Morrison Herbie Special Beginners 3rd 

Rotorua Ch 30/01/16 Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 4th 

Rotorua Ch 31/01/16 Robyn Bland Lucas Test A 2nd 

Rotorua Ch 31/01/16 Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 4th 

Rotorua Ch 31/01/16 Owen Morrison Herbie Special Beginners 5th 

Rotorua Ch 1/02/16 Robyn Bland Lucas Test A 2nd 

Rotorua Ch 1/02/16 Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 3rd 

Rotorua Ch 1/02/16 Owen Morrison Herbie Special Beginners 4th 

Northern Region RO 6/02/16 Nerolie Morrison Christian Novice B 1st 

Northern Region Ch 6/02/16 Robyn Bland Lucas Test A 5th 

Northern Region Ch 7/02/16 Robyn Bland Lucas Test A 1st 

Northern Region Ch 7/02/16 Owen Morrison Herbie Special Beginners 2nd 

Central Region Ch 21/02/16 Nerolie Morrison Christian Special Beginners 4th 

“To the world, you are just another dog owner.  To your dog, you are the world”   Unknown author 



 

 

 

What a difference a day makes! 
 

On the 10th of January the club had a working bee to repaint the clubrooms at Longburn, which were looking rather 
old and tired.  The pictures tell the story – before and during painting at the top, and the much improved finished 
version at the bottom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now all that is required is a repaint of the inside of the building, which its hoped to do later this year. 
Many thanks to our helpers – Anthea, Nerolie and Owen (who also sourced the paint at a very good price), Chris and 
Diane, Nathan and Ashleigh, Renee and Matt, Nicky, and Sue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canine Good Citizen Assessment 
On February 13 we held a CGC assessment at Ashhurst in which two dogs were assessed by Sue for Foundation and 
two for Bronze.  We had three qualifications – Iain and Ollie for Foundation; and Nicky and Indy and Iain and Ollie 
for Bronze.  Unfortunately, Abby was too friendly on the day (a good fault to have) and jumped up on the assessor – 
better luck next time. 
Thanks very much to our helpers Anthea (who organised the day), Chris, Renee, Nerolie and Owen – at times each 
of them had to be several people as distractions! 
See the back page for more about CGC 
 Sylvia & Abby Nicky & Indy Iain & Ollie Nicky, Sue, Iain 



 

 

 
Fun day 23/01/16 

On the 21st of January we had a fun day, so that some of our members could try out competition (Obedience 
and Rally O) and we could all chill out and enjoy a day with our dogs.  Results are shown below. 
 

Obedience Competition 

Placing Elementary 1 Elementary 2 Special Beginners 

1 Iain & Ollie Owen & Herbie Owen & Herbie 

2 Fiona & Bailey Iain & Ollie Kristen & Aster 

3 Chris & Finn Chris & Finn Nerolie & Christian 

4 Dilys & Tippy Kristen & Aster  

Rally O Competition 

Placing 

Rally Zoom Rally 

Foundation Novice Foundation Novice 

1 Nathan & Basil Sue & Frost Owen & Herbie Nerolie & Christian 

2 Owen & Herbie Nerolie & Christian Dilys & Tippy Chris & Finn 

3 Fiona & Bailey Chris & Finn Fiona & Bailey  

4 Iain & Ollie  Nathan & Basil  

 
Thanks to all who participated or helped – Anthea, Chris, Diane, Nathan, Sue, Meredith, Nerolie, Owen, Cushla, 
Fiona, Kristin, Iain, Dilys, Nicky.  Especial thanks to Linda Guinness for judging the Rally competition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Introducing your instructors 
In each newsletter we will try to introduce at least one of the instructors – the people who give up their time 
every Tuesday to take classes. 
In this newsletter it is the turn of the Senior Instructor. 

Hi.  I’m Sue Cooper, and I am Tararua’s Senior Instructor this year, a role I’ve also filled in 
the past.  My job is to organise classes and to provide any support needed to the other 
instructors, as well as dealing with any tricky training problems (or referring them to 
someone who can help).  I also intend to spend time this year updating our written 
materials. 
I also have the distinction of being Tararua’s longest-serving member, committee member, 

and instructor, having been part of the club for around thirty years.  During this time I have owned six dogs 
(usually two at a time).  Currently I have the Border Collies Ice and his daughter Frost, but while at club I have 
also owned a Bull Mastiff cross, a Boxer, a Kelpie, and a Kelpie cross.  In earlier days I’ve also had working 
cattle dogs and a couple of terriers.  Its been a great learning curve in how to live with and train very different 
dogs. 
Over the years I have trained my own dogs as cattle dogs, in Search and Rescue, in Agility, in Working Trials, 
and in Obedience.  Frost and I have just started working in Rally O, and we dabble in K9 Nosework, a very new 
discipline.  I am also very involved in Canine Good Citizen (I’m an assessor and on the NZKC committee that 
runs the scheme) and Ice has his CGC Gold qualification.  In 2002 I was persuaded to train as an Obedience 
judge, and have now worked my way up to the B panel – I really enjoy judging, and I also steward from time 
to time to help out.   
There have been a few highlights over the years – I think the best was when Ice won three Obedience tests in 
one weekend – a feat his daughter appears extremely unlikely to repeat!  There have also been many 
moments of humiliation – but that’s dogs!  I find that I get a brilliant dog who makes me feel I’m the best 
trainer in the world; followed by one that is, shall we say, a little more challenging; and puts me in my place.  
But always remember – it is the difficult dogs we learn from, not the easy ones. 
Over the years since I joined the club, training has changed a lot (for the better).  I’ve seen a progression from 
the old negative methods (yank and yell), where the first thing we did when a dog started training was fit it 
with a choker chain, to the current positive methods which are a lot more fun for dog and handler (and a lot 
more likely to be successful long-term).  Like all our instructors, I’m keen to keep up with the latest 
developments in training.  I attend all the seminars I can, and read all the training literature I can lay my 
hands on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We extend our deepest sympathies to Chris and Diane, 
who lost their lovely Springer Spaniel Finn last week as 
the result of an accident. 
Chris and Finn have been training with the club for some 
time now, and during this time Finn has achieved his CGC 
Foundation qualification (Chris was working towards 
Bronze) and has had some success in Rally O. 
Finn was a lovely dog to have around, with his happy 
spaniel smile and enthusiastically wagging tail, and he will 
be missed by all of us. 



 

 

 

Canine Good Citizen (CGC) 
 

The CGC scheme has been developed by the New Zealand Kennel Club in order to assist in the creation of 
well-mannered dogs and to encourage responsible dog ownership.  A dog with a CGC qualification at any 
level has been tested and found to have a good temperament and to be well behaved and well trained, and 
its handler has shown a good understanding of their requirements and responsibilities as a dog owner.  Most 
dogs are eligible to become CGC-accredited – only “dangerous” and “menacing” (by deed or breed) dogs are 
excluded. 

Tararua Allbreeds Dog Training Club is CGC-affiliated and can 
both offer training and conduct assessments.  We strongly 
recommend that you consider enrolling your dog – a CGC-
accredited dog has all the skills to be a great pet and 
companion, welcome in any company and able to cope with 
most situations.  The skills learnt are entirely practical and most 
of them are what you would teach your dog anyway.  A CGC-
qualified dog can be recognised by its unique pink tag (left).  
Dogs with the CGC Gold qualification wear the same tag in black 
on gold (right). 

 
 

 
Advertisement 

“SUPERIOR CHUNKY” PETFOOD ROLL 2.2KG 
Original, Lamb and Rice, Chicken, Herb, Possyum 2kg 

 
 Provides twice the energy of conventional dog rolls, so feed half the amount 
 Cost-effective and extremely palatable 
 No added water means higher nutritional value per kilogram 
 Convenient no mess feeding 
 No refrigeration required 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frosts Facts 
Hi.  I’m Frost, and I provide some useful information in each newsletter. 
Recently there has been some publicity about xylitol poisoning in dogs.  Xylitol is a 
sugar substitute that is as sweet as ordinary sugar, but is lower on the glycaemic index 
and has fewer calories, so it may be used in diet foods or foods for diabetics.  Products 
that may contain xylitol include sugar-free gum, lollies, breath mints, baked goods, 
mouthwash, and toothpaste; among others.  It is safe for you humans (although large 
quantities might give you the trots) but poisonous for us dogs.  It can cause low blood 
sugar, seizures, liver failure and death.  As little as 100mg per Kg of dog can be toxic (its 
worse than chocolate) so check those labels & keep it out of reach! 

Contact details for the club:- 
Website:  www.dogtraining.org.nz     For training enquiries, phone Sue on 353 6002 between 7pm and 9pm 

 

http://www.dogtraining.org.nz/

